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CENTRAL PLAN SCHEME FOR CLASSICAL TAMIL

Tamil Language Promotion Board
THIRD MEETING (10-11 March 2007)
at Anna University, Chennai
PRESS NOTE

The Third Meeting of Tamil Language Promotion Board took place at Anna
University, Chennai on 10 & 11 March 2007, under the Chairmanship of Prof.V.C.
Kulandaiswamy. It was attended by Prof. Udaya Narayana Singh, Director, CIIL,
Mysore, Thiru S. Mohan, Director (Finance), M.H.R.D., Dr.A.Krishnamurthy,

Secretary, Sahitya Academy, New Delhi, Dr.M.Rajendiran and the other nominated

members of Tamil Language Promotion Board Dr.M.Nannan, Dr.lravatam
Mahadevan, Kavikko Abdul Rahman, Dr.Avvai Natarajan, Kavignar Erode
Thamizhanban, Perunkavikko V.M.Sethuraman, and the academic and technical
staff of CIIL, who are associated with the Central plan scheme for classical Tamil.
The meeting started at 11 am as scheduled and Thiru S.Mohan welcomed the
distinguished participants observing that the MHRD was satisfied with the progress
made by the Centre of Excellence for Classical Tamil and would be ready to fund
the schemes being planned to promote the cause of Classical Tamil.

The Chairman of the Board, in his introductory speech, pleaded for proper
recognition of the contribution of the Dravidian Civilization to the cultural heritage of
India which owes its glory to both Sanskrit and Tamil and for provision of adequate
financial assistance by the MHRD.

Prof. Udaya Narayana Singh outlined the progress made in each of the ten
mega-projects undertaken by CECT making it clear that though what has been
achieved so far is praiseworthy, there is a need to further expedite the
implementation of some of the schemes which have been facing certain
unavoidable obstacles.

Prof.K.Ramasamy, Deputy Director, CIIL and Convener, Tamil Language
Promotion Board, also welcoming the august gathering, sought the advice of the
Board on the various issues included in the agenda.



The following are some of the decisions taken during the deliberations spread over

three long sessions:

1.

The definitive editions of forty one ancient Tamil texts (Ettuttokai, Pattupattu,
Patinenkilkkanakku, Tolkappiyam, Cilappatikaram, Manimekalai,
Muttollayiram, Iraiyanar kalaviyal) and their translations into English, many
of which are under scrutiny, will be released before the end of this year and
the publication is to start in April 2007 itself.

Fifty visual episodes relating to ancient Tamil literature, grammar, stone
inscriptions and coins, twenty of which will be ready by April, will be
completed during the next six months.

International Conference - seminars on the following themes will be
conducted in collaboration with some of the leading universities in the
country:

The contribution of the Bhakti Movement and Literature to the world culture
The Contribution of Tamil to Indian Culture

The Indus Valley Civilization and the Indus Script

The Role of Tamil in the growth of Indian Literatures

Extensive and in-depth research will be undertaken on ancient women poets
in Tamil comparing their work with that of their counterparts in the other
classical languages of the world.

. A massive dialect survey, for which about 40,000 dialect words have been

already identified and computerized and a bilingual questionnaire including
1500 questions have been prepared, will soon be launched.

The first part of the historical grammar of Tamil assigned to six different
scholars working on phonetics, phonology, noun morphology, verb
morphology, particles and syntax, will be ready for the press in the near
future.

The second issue of the quarterly newsletter called Chemmozhi will be

released in April_07. The CECT website ( www.ciil-classicaltamil.org )

launched a few months ago will be constantly updated.

Prof. V.C. Kulandi Swamy, Chairman, Tamil Language Promotion Board, said this in a press release.



